Museum

men

dig_up_slice of

Aboriginal history

A Haulpack truck ploughs through thick
red dust only metres from a security
compound containing some of the oldest
Aboriginal rock engravings in Australia.

The drlver i3 un-
aware that he iz pass-
ing  an  archeological
irgasure trove deseribed
ag one of the most sig-
nificant  collectlons of
of pre-literate art in the
world.

For many workersz in-
valved in Woodslde Pet-
raleum's onshere _devel-
gpment o the Burmup
Penifsula the fenced en=
closure holds little im-
pottatiee.

In [act, few know of
Its existence and those
who do aren't pazticus-
larly interssted in Its
contenis or relevance,

The deslre to work
leng hours in the seer-
ing” Pilbara heat and
eain top wages—up to
3600 o weelt — olfers
much preater rewards.

And that's the way
wr iike It says WA
Musoum.  offleer ]
. . “Far .03
much work has gone in-
to salvaging and study-
ing the  eppravings lor
them to be damaged or

lost.

"The collectlon is ex-
iremely valiable in his-
toric terrns and must be
preserved at all costs”

kRTINS

Two years apge, Wood-
sHde  ecmbarked on 4
£500,000 nrogram to re-
move Aboriginal relles
and  ongravipgs frem
sited along the narrow,
rocky  penifisuln which
would be 1nost suscep-
tible to {he North-Wes!
Shell natural gas pro-

agl.

While  tpuseum  offi-
cinls in four-wheei-drive
vehicles marked  and
studied sites in  almost
inaecessibie ACRAS, a
sealed rond wazs gradu-
nlly snaking s way
LHremgh a acrigs of val-
leva and o construction
camp  Wwas  baing  built
overlooking Hearson's
Cave,

This wotk |3 continu-
ing, Wut  the museumn
team under the super:
vision of the registrar of
Aboripinal  siles  Bruce
Wright, haz completed
lhe bulk of its Jm:jeci:.

The gompeound, which
ronteing more than 800
rock  EOACAvitLr,  Dears
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[[JoHN wHISTLER |

mitle ;gs;:ignuhy qtgn the
archeofogists’ presence.

- Bach roclk is ny.tlfnjjllyﬁr_ tl
ang 15 Own, _SLory
drromsteg o files al
the WA Muscym's Fre-
matitle pyat WIoTR
da .d Teglstered
and analysed,
-“*'qmtfmg_ ~tHET  larEet
holdets By crane and
taking ticm to the com-
peund was cerfainly one
ol tne rmost difficult
tpsks " Peler says.

Pt there wers many
other aspeets af  the
progtam whleh wete
oarried out, Extensive
studies were  dorme  of
middens where we found
shalls, atone Artefaets
and flaked stones.

“Slowly, we have been
able to draw UB a plc-
ture of what Aboriginal
Jife in the region was
like.

"Buk there iz still a
lot ot vguesswork in-
vulved, e are m the
ambryonilc  stages, hut
gradually a [asclnatin
story of the area’s pas
is evalving,'

Mr Randolph, who is
the deputy registrar of
Aboriginal =ites, 5095
carbon  daling  cartied
out it some excavatlon
sites  Indlented  human
necuprtion of the penin-
auitla, inclnding the near-
by prehioalago, could go
hack GA00 years or A=
much as 204000 vears.

He sovs further eX-
cavations will give more
meoiirnbe results,

Thr divarse atyles and
fignres on tho engrav-
ingr supfested the pen-
inaula had heen inhabt-
ted by at least throe dif-
ferent  ahoriginat  cul-
tures.

Tn a roport earller thig
year, Mr  Wright sald
anme of the human [ig-
ures hnd atylistle links
with similar eneravings
in the Chichester Ranges
and  extendlng to the
Cleland  Hills In  the
Nortlictn Tarritory.

They had heen  esti-
mated at 17.000 yoars old.
Where nosaible, Aborigi-
nal sites and engravingd
have heen  left  un-
touched 28 is the case

.Iﬂét'hél;ine Meager, on officer with Woodside Peirolenin's public affairs

department, points out saine engravings in the compound.

an the gouthern side and
the tip of the peninsula.

Middens and rock en-
gravings which cannof
be removed arp clearly
defined by red plastic
tags whigh prominentiy
dot the landszcape near
[he main sonstruction
areas,

Although most of tho
malor field weork is gom-
plated, archeologists
fram the museum  wiil
continue to work on the
eninsuln from thme to
me.

A laboratory in Fre-
mantle 18 now the centre
of activity.

Here, experts from the
muzeum’s  conaervation
are analysing  engrav-
InEs an fibreglass monlds
taken on the Burrup
Peninsuls and studying
atone implements, bene
frapments and  other
material,

However, the muscum
Iz in & guandary ovey
the future of troclk en-
pravings in  the com-
potnd,

swire would ke to puf
thert on display somes
whera on the peninsala’”
Potor says.

ngeyprnl  optiong  are
heing cansidered, One la
puttﬁm thom near fear-
son’s Cove which s
popular with local people
and tonrists,

“Byt there would toed
Lo be o Rafeguard against
vandals,  QObviously we
will he talking with logal
Aboriginals  ahout aur
plons before wa maoke
:miv dec!sion.

ran't see anything
nappening for five or
gix years yet'
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